Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 STATE 245531 
46 

ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY EUR/NE:PECANNEY:BAS 
APPROVED BY EUR - JAMES G. LOWENSTEIN 
S/S: MR. EALUM 
S/CPR: AVIS 

025727 

O071853Z NOV 74 

EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 245531 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS:OVIP (PALME, OLOE) 
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1 . THE DEPARTMENT REGRETS FAILURE TO PROVIDE COMPLETELY 
FAULT-FREE VIP RECEPTION TO PRIME MINISTER PALME AND PARTY 
AT SEATTLE AIRPORT EVENING OP OCTOBER 21. WHILE COMPLETE 
DETAILS STILL LACKING AND DEPARTMENT STILL INVESTIGATING 
CASE, POLLOWING SEEMS CLEAR. 

2. UPON RECEIPT REPTEL A, DEPARTMENT REQUESTED SECRET 
SERVICE, CUSTOM SERVICE AND IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE, THROUGH WASHINGTON LIAISON OFPICES, TO EXTEND VIP 
COURTESIES POR PALME AND PARTY AT SEATTLE AIRPORT ON 
OCTOBER 21. THUS THERE WAS SUPPICIENT NOTIFICATION TO 
THESE AGENCIES OP THE IMPORTANCE THE DEPARTMENT ATTACHED 
TO THE SUCCESSPUL HANDLING OP THE BRIEF PALME STOPOVER. 

3. THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT CHARTER PLANE ARRIVED LATE AT 
THE SEATTLE AIRPORT AT 2255 ON OCTOBER 21 AND WAS DIRECTED 
TO PARK IN THE AIRPORT'S SECURE AREA. A SEVEN-MAN SECRET 
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SERVICE CONTINGENT HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO PALME AND A SECRET 
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SERVICE MOTORCADE WAS PRESENT IN THE SECURE AREA AS PALME'S 
PLANE WAS PARKED. ALSO AT PLANESIDE WERE THE SWEDISH 
HONORARY CONSUL IN SEATTLE, CLIFEORD BENSON, AND THE LOCAL 

SAS MANAGER, LEIF EIE. A STAIRWAY RAMP WAS POSITIONED 
AND THE AIRCRAET DOOR WAS OPENED. AETER SEVERAL MINUTES 
A MEMBER OF PALME'S PARTY DESCENDED THE RAMP AT WHICH 
POINT THE INS INSPECTOR ASSIGNED TO PROCESS THE PALME 
PARTY ARRIVED AT PLANESIDE IN HIS CAR. BOTH INS AND 
CUSTOMS AGENTS REPORTEDLY HAD EXPECTED THE PALME PLANE 
TO BE PARKED AT THE AIRPORT'S REGULAR INTERNATIONAL 
ARRIVAL AREA. THE INS INSPECTOR THEN REQUESTED THE MEMBER 
OF PALME'S PARTY TO RETURN TO THE PLANE SINCE IT WAS HIS 
UNDERSTANDING THAT IMMIGRATION FORMALITIES WOULD BE CON- 
DUCTED ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT. IN ADDITION TO THE EIVE 
MEMBERS OF THE PALME PARTY, THERE WERE ELEVEN CANADIAN 
PASSENGERS ABOARD AS WELL. AFTER HAVING IDENTIFIED PALME 
AND HIS AIDES, THE INS INSPECTOR INFORMED THE PRIME 
MINISTER THAT HE AND THE TWO AIDES WHO WERE TO CONTINUE 
ON TO SWEDEN WERE FREE TO DEPART THE AIRCRAFT. PRIME 
MINISTER PALME OPTED, HOWEVER, TO REMAIN UNTIL ELIASSON 
AND SVENSSON, WHO WERE PROCEEDING TO WASHINGTON, HAD ALSO 
BEEN PROCESSED. 

4. THE PALME PARTY WAS THEN TRANSPORTED BY SECRET SERVICE 
MOTORCADE TO THE SAS TERMINAL LOBBY WHERE IT WAITED, 
ACCOMPANIED AT ALL TIMES BY SECRET SERVICE AGENTS, FOR 
THE DEPARTURE OF THE SAS POLAR FLIGHT. SECRET SERVICE 
AGENTS ESCORTED THE PALME PARTY TO THE SAS PLANE. 

5. IT APPEARS, THEREFORE, THAT THE DELAYED ARRIVAL AT 
THE AIRCRAFT OF THE INS INSPECTOR CREATED A MISUNDER- 
STANDING OF WHAT PROCEDURES WERE TO BE FOLLOWED AND WHAT 
PROCESSING WAS REQUIRED FOR THE PALME PARTY. THE DEPART- 
MENT, AS MENTIONED ABOVE, IS CONTINUING TO INVESTIGATE 

THIS CASE. 

6. DEPARTMENT HAS APOLOGIZED TO MINISTER LEIFLUD AND 
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE SWEDISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON FOR 
BREAKDOWN OF USUAL VIP RECEPTION PROCEDURE. SHOULD 
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AMBASSADOR HAVE OPPORTUNITY, SUGGEST THAT HE ALSO EXPRESS 
APOLOGIES TO PRIME MINISTER PALME ON BEHALF OF USG. INGERSOLL 
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